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Follow Me: A 
Mother's Day 
tribute 

In his Mother's Day hom
ily, Bishop Terry R. LaVal
Jey pays tribute to 
mothers and reminds us 
to support and assist 
mothers in all phases of 
their journeys. 

This month we honor 
Mary, the Mother of God 
and Mother of the Church, 
and today, as you know, 
we honor our moms. 

This Mother's Day morn
ing, I would also like us to 
reflect on how we, as 
members of a family, walk 
with our moms - new and 
not-so-new - through the 
years of their lives. Once a 
mom, always a mom. What 
a noble vocation of self
less love and service. 
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SOCIALLY DISTANT TASKS 

Father Stephen T. Rocker, pastor of St. Patrick's in Colton and St. Mary's in Potsdam, paints railings at St. Patrick's 
Church to pass time during the coronavirus isolation. 

SHARING 
OUR STORIES 

Clayton resident Sandy Geiss says her 
faith has carried her through many chal· 
lenging times in life, including the loss 
of her husband.A lay minister at 51. 
Mary's Church,shecontinues to minister 
to others during the coronavirus pan· 
demic."God helps me get back up and 
keep going,"she said."You've just got to 
trust God. He's going to get you through 
this.He got you through everything 
else." 

FUll STORY, PAGE S 

Pope: Rediscover the need for prayer 
VATICAN CITY (CNS)-The coron- At the end of the audi- grants, who work in the vegetables for the country. story from the Gospel of 

avirus pandemic is a "fa- ence, which was Italian countryside. Unfor- "It is true that the cur- Mark about Bartimaeus, 
vorable time to rediscover Iivestreamed from the tunately, many are very rent crisis affects every- the blind man, who re
the need for prayer in our papal library in the Apos- harshly exploited." one, but people's dignity peatedly cries out to jesus 
lives; let us open the tolic Palace, the pope of- An Italian government must always be re- for healing. The pope said 
doors of our hearts to the fered a special prayer and proposal to grant work spected," the pope said. that of all the Gospel char
love of God our father, appeal for justice for "ex- permits to immigrant 'That is why I add my acters who ask jesus for 
who will listen to us," Pope ploited workers," espe- workers in the country voice to the appeal of help, he finds Bartimaeus 
Francis said. cially farmworkers. without proper papers has these workers and of all "the most likable of all." 

At his weekly general au- Pope Francis said that shined a spotlight particu- exploited workers. May "At the top of his voice," 
dience May 6, the pope May 1, International Work- larly on farmworkers and the crisis give us the op- Bartimaeus cries out, 
began a new series of au- ers' Day, he received many their long hours, poor pay portunity to make the dig- "jesus, son of David, have 
dience talks about prayer, messages about problems and miserable living con- nity of the person and the pity on me." And he does 
which is "the breath of in the world of work. "I ditions while also high- dignity of work the center so over and over again, 
faith, its most appropriate was particularly struck by lighting their essential role of our concern." annoying the people 
expression, like a cry aris- that of the farmworkers, in ensuring an adequate The pope's audience around him, the pope 
ing from the heart." among them many mi- supply of fresh fruit and began with reading the noted. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 

It doesn't seem possible 
It doesn't seem possible. the dumbest things. 
As mothers around the I'm not sure I'm ready for 

country were celebrating this. 
Mother's Day, we were cele- At this point, I feel pretty 
brating both that hol- capable of handling 
iday and my son's little kid problems. [ 
birthday. can help solve basic 

jacob is offiCially a disputes with 
teenager; the big 13. friends. [ can help 
My little boy is sud- J"-~"" ..J solve academic 
denly five-feet, struggles. [ can put 
seven-inches tall. His bandages on skinned 
little boy voice has knees and ice packs 
been replaced by a U~~ on bruised elbows. 
deep manly voice But now my hus-
(though it still cracks Darcy L. band and [ are enter-
occasionally). He has Fargo ing that portion of 
the peach fuzz for- parenting in which 
mation of a mus- we start to relinquish 
tache above his lip. He's more and more control. jake 
developed a few pimples. is now allowed to stay home 
He's suddenly arguing with alone for limited periods of 
my husband and me about time. He's allowed to walk to 

the neighborhood store 
alone (with frequent check
ins). He spends more and 
more time trying to find his 
own way in life. 

While [ recognize the im
portance of this phase of 
jake's development, it's 
scary. It's scary not knowing 
what he's doing when he's 
out of my sight. It's scary 
not knowing if he'll make 
the right decisions. It's scary 
not knowing if others will 
take advantage of his trust
ing soul. 

This parenting thing isn't 
for the faint of heart. 

As [ make my way through 
my own parenting journey, [ 
find myself appreciating my 
own parents more and 
more. [ appreciate how well 

they guided my sisters and I 
as we found our paths in 
life. 

Even now, [ rarely go a 
week without calling my 
mother looking for some 
sort of wisdom or advice. 
Since she somehow man
aged to survive having three 
teenage girls in the house at 
the same time, [ feel like 
she's an expert in navigating 
the difficulties of parenting 
in the phase of teen attitude. 

I'm blessed to have her in 
my life. 

Thank you to my mother 
and all the mothers. Your 
job is not an easy one, but 
it's an important one. 

[n fact, it's a job that some
times doesn't seem possi
ble. 

Seeing the positives in the pandemic 
Today, [ thought that it 

would be a good time to 
write something positive. [ 
want you to know that [ do 
listen to the news, but it can 
be rather negative as we go 
through these days of the 
pandemic. Where to start? [ 
mentioned last week Pope 
Francis' daily Mass. Often, [ 
take the time to join in that 
Mass and pray together with 
the Holy Father. [ find that 
being a part in his Mass, [ 
find a strong peace and an 
inspiration to put life into 
my own life. His homilies are 
great. 

just the other day, [ was 
roaming through those 
videos on You Tube. [ guess 
the Holy Father must have 
been on my mind. Anyway, [ 
ran into a video of the 
evening on which Pope Fran
cis was elected. [ have 
watched it several times. [t 
was truly an important day 
for me. The first thing [ no
ticed was the confusion of 
the commentators on televi
sion when the cardinal in 
charge announced to the 

'Father Bil~y~ 
til>astor22@gmail:;:om 
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world the name of the newly 
elected pope. The commen
tators were obviously sur
prised that Cardinal 
Bergoglio was elected Pope. 
You could hear them shuf
fling papers, trying to find 
some information on this Ar
gentinian cardinal who was 
now the new pope. Then the 
new pope came out on the 
balcony and his first words 
were, "Buona sera" - "Good 
Evening." Such a gentle and 
comfortable beginning to a 
new papacy. The new pope 
then asked people there at 
St. Peter's and everywhere in 
the world to pray in silence 
for him as he begins his new 
time a pope. The best way to 
begin something new is al
ways a time of silent prayer, 
just as Pope Francis decided 
to begin. 

On You Tube [ have found 
all sorts of music. Music has 
been an important part of 
my stay-at-home quiet time. 
[ find it interesting when 
these bands and music 
groups join together on 
zoom and perform together. 
It proves to be rather special. 
Our family has used a few of 
these Zoom sessions as op
portunities to remember 
what each of us looks like. It 
has also been a bit of a con
cert for my great niece, 
Anna, a music student at 
Berklee in Boston. She plays 
the double bass, and [ must 
say she is truly great. [t is a 
great opportunity for getting 
the family together. 

[n addition, [ have had lots 
of time - plenty of time - to 
get over to church, praying 
in gratitude to this God who 
has protected me. [ have had 
the time to remember so 
many who were important to 
me, so many who are now 
with the Lord. This stay at 
home time has allowed me to 
remember in prayer and 
gratitude so many who have 

cared and helped me in so 
many wonderful ways. As [ 
pray, [ realize those wonder
ful people who have filled 
my life with their gifts. For 
them all, [ am so intensely 
grateful. So, thank you, God, 
for filling my life with so 
many. They were leaders for 
me, they were guides, they 
were friends. [ have time to 
remember them all and pray 
for them all. 

Now don't get me wrong, [ 
know that despite the rather 
happy and enjoyable mo
ments [ have had time for 
during this stay at home 
time, [ know that too many 
have been suffering during 
this time. This COVID-19 is 
not a pleasant sickness. [ 
know that too many wonder
ful people have died. [ want 
to pay honor and offer my 
prayers for those who have 
given time and sacrifice in 
their effort to care for those 
who are sick. [ thank God for 
their talents and love, for 
their healing touch. They 
have been truly miracle 
workers. 



MAY 13, 2020 

"Walking with Moms in 
Need: A Year of Service" is 
an effort by our Church to 
increase our outreach to 
pregnant and parenting 
women in need as we cele
brate the 25th anniversary 
of St. John Paul II's 
prophetic document, The 
Gospel of Life. Pope Fran
cis, in this regard, said that 
our parishes should be "is
lands of mercy in the 
midst of a sea of indiffer
ence." Those in our 
parishes who work with 
the Project Gabriel min
istries make a world of dif
ference to so many 
pregnant and new moms 
in need. We are so fortu
nate and grateful to those 
who participate in this life
giving ministry in our 
communities. 

It is important that we 
walk the Pro-Life talk by 
being attentive to our 
pregnant and parenting 
moms who don't have the 
family or community of 
loving support that we 
might take for granted, be 
it financial , emotional or 
educational. "Walking with 
Moms in Need: A Year of 
Service," is the Church's ef
fort to serve life in all its 
truth. 

This month we honor 
Mary, the Mother of God 
and Mother of the Church, 
and today, as you know, 
we honor our moms. This 
Mother's Day morning, I 
would also like us to re
flect on how we, as mem
bers of a family, walk with 
our moms - new and not
so-new - through the years 
of their lives. Once a mom, 
always a mom. What a 
noble vocation of self-less 
love and service. 

Our First reading today 
is concerned with "who 
will wait on tables?" The 
Apostles are concerned 
about what they had to 
sacrifice (the Word of God) 
because they had to spend 
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FOLLOW ME 

A Mother's Day tribute 
time "serving at table." 

I wonder how much our 
moms sacrificed because, 
for in many of our homes, 
that was our mother's do
main - serving at table . So 
that no one was neglected, 
how often would our 
moms miss the conversa
tions with visitors because 
she was in the kitchen ei
ther preparing the 
meal, serving it, or 
cleaning up after. 
What did she miss 
so that stomachs 
weren't neglected? 
I wonder, what did 
she and dad have 
to sacrifice in 
order to put food 
on the table? 

Throughout their 
and our lives, we 
must walk with our 
moms. Did any of 

Bishop 
Terry R. 
LaValley 

us really appreciate how 
closely our mothers 
walked by us while we 
were growing up? Only a 
mother knows the physical 
anguish that a pregnant 
woman endures for the 
sake of new life within her. 
Then there is the lifetime 
of going without person
ally, so that her children 
might enjoy something. 
There were the sleepless 
nights when her child (no 
matter the age) was sick or 
in emotional turmoil or out 
on a date. Moms are al
ways there to soothe and 
make things better. 

I thank God for my 
mother whose bountiful 
and delicious food was al
ways on the table or in the 
fridge. I thank her for the 
always present clean 
clothes, for an immacu
lately kept house, the 
pretty flowers on the lawn. 

I thank her for being up 
through the night when I 
was sick and for forgetting 
to tell dad when he got 
back from work, what my 
brothers and sisters, I 
mean, I did wrong during 

the day. I thank mom for 
teaching me my prayers 
and making sure we went 
to Church every Sunday 
and walked every day to 
Church with us during 
Lent when we got off the 
school bus. 

As our mothers age, we 
appreciate more and more 
their love for us and what 

motherhood en
tails - sacrifice that 
knows no bounds. 
The years creep up 
on them, on all of 
us. They become 
proud grandmoth
ers and, God-will
ing even 
great-grandmoth
ers. Often their 

bodies become 
fragile, sometimes 
tragically their 
minds diminish, 

their memories fade. You 
know, our mothers need 
someone to walk with 
them, at their pace, partic
ularly when their soul
mate, their life partner is 
no longer with them. I'm 
thankful to God that I have 
siblings who accompany 
my mother during these 
years in which she some
times struggles with her 
health. They walk with my 
mom in her need. If you 
are still gifted with her 
presence, do you walk with 
your mother in her need? 

Yes, throughout their 
and our lives, we must 
walk with our moms. As 
they grow older, the atten
tion they deserve from us 
increases, because we re
member with much grati
tude. 

In our efforts to honor 
and offer thanksgiving for 
all mothers, it is important 
to remember that Mother's 
Day can be a difficult holi
day for many people, such 
as women who are strug
gling with infertility, those 
who have lost or are es
tranged from their moth-

ers, and mothers who have 
lost one or more children 
through miscarriage, abor
tion, or some other way. 

I can't imagine how diffi
cult a day this must be for 
those who have never 
known the love of a 
mother, for someone 
whose mother abandoned 
them, physically or emo
tionally, or those whose 
mother has died recently 
or when they were very 
young. This day doesn't go 
by without a big lump in 
the throats of many. 

Again, St. John Paul II 
wrote so beautifully: 
'There is an everyday 
heroism, made up of ges
tures of sharing, big or 
small, which build up an 
authentic culture of life .. . 

Part of this daily heroism 
is also the silent but effec
tive and eloquent witness 
of all those brave mothers 
who devote themselves to 
their own family without 
reserve, who suffer in giv
ing birth to their children 
and who are ready to make 
any effort, to face any sac
rifice, in order to pass on 
to them the best of them
selves ... We thank you, 
heroic mothers, for your 
invincible love! We thank 
you for your intrepid trust 
in God and in his love. We 
thank you for the sacrifice 
of your life." (EV, 86) 
Happy and Blessed 
Mother's Day to all our 
moms! 

St. Joseph, Pillar of Fam
ilies, Pray for Us! 
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Summit discusses evangelization during crisis 
By Jessica Hargrave 
Contributing Writer 

In times of uncertainty, 
fear and loss, spirituality 
is often brought to the 
forefront. Many people 
facing financial and 
health issues, fear of the 
unknown future and iso
lation during the COVID-
19 crisis, are opening 
their hearts and minds to 
jesus Christ during this 
global crisis. 

So how do we not lose 
hope in the face of uncer
tainty? What is the most 
important skill we need to 
develop as Catholics right 
now? How do we as 
Catholics evangelize 
when we're stuck at 
home? Like other events 
here and around the 
world, missionary disci
ple group U Evangelize 
had to cancel their New 
Evangelization Summit 
scheduled for April 25th 
in Ottawa, and instead of
fered a free virtual sum
mit on their website. The 
summit featured world
class speakers who dis
cussed the topic "Can 
Catholics Evangelize at a 

Time Like This?" 
During this pandemic, 

as people are suffering 
and dying, this is the time 
for disciples to know it re
ally matters that people 
know jesus, and to be 
bold in their convictions 
and confident in their 
proclamations. Pete 
Burak, Director of Inten
tional Disciples for Re
newal Ministries, spoke 
about the "six Ps" in re
maining faithful to the 
mission of spreading the 
compelling words of the 
Gospel especially when 
the world is shaken. 
Burak said first, and sim
ply, we need more Prayer. 
Use it as a time to grow 
more in love with Christ. 
Be Perceptive of the op
portunities jesus is pre
senting to us. Those who 
weep, weep with them. 
Through Pathos or empa
thy, have a heart for those 
who are suffering. Re
member, the words of the 
Gospel give us Perspec
tive so we have the pas
sion to deliver it, to break 
through the fear. We need 
to be Powerless until we 
are powerful, meaning 

SAINT JAMES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Gouverneur, New York 

Is seeking applicants for the position of 
PRINCIPAL 

For the School Year 2020-21 
Effective July 1, 2020 

Applicants should: 
• Possess a Master's Degree in Education and/or Education 

Administration/Supervision; 
• Be a practicing Catholic; 
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of Catholic identity, instructional evaluation, management, 
promotion and maintenance of an effective learning 
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Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

full of the Holy Spirit. Fi
nally, Proclaim in any way 
the Lord inspires us. 
Whether it's through 
phone calls, hand-written 
notes, social media or 
yelling across the street, 
people need to know the 
power jesus won for us is 
still present. 

"jesus even talks about 
the narrow gate and the 
wide gate. That those who 
are on the narrow 

path are many right 
now," said Burak. "He's 
sending us out to say 
those who are on the nar
row path need to find the 
wide path so that they 
can enter into salvation." 

Burak's message to 
those turning to jesus 
now is to remember in 
the darkness, the light of 
Christ shines the bright
est. 

Mary Skillian of St. john 
the Baptist in Plattsburgh 
watched Saturday's sum
mit and believes Burak's 
"six Ps" are important. 

"It can help to keep us 
in tune to our own needs 
as well of the needs of the 
people of our parishes," 
said Skillian. 

She attests that for 
those seeking out jesus 
for comfort, praying 
helps. 

"I personally have found 
spending more time with 
jesus is helping me to 
stay hopeful," she said. 
"Mostly letting go and let
ting God. He has been tak
ing care of myself and my 
family." 

The Catholic Church 

For a New or Used Car 

Mort 
Backus & 
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On Canton-Ogdensburg Rd. 
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CHEVROLET 

has lived through several 
tragedies throughout his
tory. Author Sherry Wed
dell spoke on the 
Church's response during 
devastating times in the 
past and leading up to 
today's crisis, COVID-I9, 
and what it's learned from 
those experiences. Wed
dell said some of the 
greatest revivals in 
Catholic history have 
risen from times of war, 
plague and famines. 

"I think really what 
stands out during mo
ments like thiS, honestly, 
in a way that doesn't hap
pen often, is the role of 
lay apostles. Lay people 
really enter into their own 
in situations like thiS," 
said Weddell. 

She said this is the time 
when people are search
ing, pointing to the mil
lions of people who 
watched online as Pope 
Francis delivered his 
blessing "To the City and 
to the World." From the 
steps of St. Peter's Basilica 
on March 27, Pope Francis 
called Catholics world
wide to join him in pray
ing for an end to the 
COVID-I9 pandemic. In 
this time of searching, 
Weddell asks "will we be 
available to walk with 
those people who are cu
rious about God?" Wed
dell said this is a great 
time to be discerning 
Charisms, gifts given to 
us at baptism such as 
prophecy, teaching and 
leadership to name a few. 

''They are very impor
tant in developing a com
munity of apostles, a 
people who know that 

God is sending them," 
said Weddell. 

Weddell uses the time 
she spends walking out
side to pray, as does 
Brenda Trivilino, a parish
ioner of St. Mary's Cathe
dral in Ogdensburg who 
also watched the summit. 

"It is hard not to be 
hopeful when I am con
stantly reminded of the 
goodness of God," said 
Trivilino. 

She agreed with the 
speakers who stressed 
there's no better time to 
pray than now. 

"I will use this time to 
deepen my prayer life, to 
deepen my relationship 
to God. Everything else 
stems from that." 

Other speakers at the 
virtual summit were Fa
ther justin Huang from 
the Diocese of Vancouver 
who spoke about his re
sponse to the cancelling 
of Mass, and Nicky Gum
ble provided information 
on the program, Alpha, an 
II-week course that wel
comes conversations of 
faith, life and God. 

U Evangelize team 
members, josh and Lisa 
Canning, and Michael 
Dopp hosted the summit. 

U Evangelize is a free 
online membership site 
that provides video re
sources which includes 
evangelization expert in
terviews and trainings for 
people who want to be 
more effective in evangel
izing. The organization's 
Facebook group also pro
vides a space where peo
ple can pray for one 
another and offer sup
port. 

Visit our website 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 
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'God helps me get back up and keep going' 
Editor's note: This is an 

installment of an ongoing 
series featuring how 
Catholics of the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg are living out 
their faith. To suggest an 
individual to be featured 
in this series, please call 
the North Country 
Catholic at 315-393-2920 
or email 
dfargo@rcdony.org. 

By Jonathan Monfiletto 
Contributing Writer 

CLAYTON-Sandy Geiss says 
her faith has gotten her 
through many tough 
times in her life. 

A little over a year ago, 
Geiss' husband died of a 
heart attack while out rid
ing his bicycle. The couple 
had been married for 48 
years. About halfway 
through their marriage, 
Geiss' husband was hit by 
a car while he was riding 
his bicycle, rendering him 
a paraplegic with numer
ous health issues the rest 
of his life. 

Now, during the coron
avirus pandemic, Geiss is 
feeling "a little more 
lonely" without her hus
band, as she isolates at 
home while making occa
sional trips to the store 
and to doctor's appoint
ments. Meanwhile, her 
son is in self-quarantine 
after being exposed to 
somebody who tested 
positive for coronavirus. 

"For my whole life, I've 
had different things that 
my faith has helped me to 
get through," Geiss said. 
''That's honestly what I 
feel most about my faith, 
is that it's gotten me 
through some really tough 
times as well as led to the 
creation of some very 
wonderful friendships as 
welL" 

Geiss' faith is sustaining 
her now, as she attends 
Mass online through her 
oldest son's church in 
Bethesda, Maryland, 

Sandy Geiss 

watching the service on 
YouTube and viewing the 
listings of readings and 
songs on Facebook. She 
also had the opportunity 
recently to see her grand
children for the first time 
in two months during a 
socially distanced family 
get -together. 

Geiss' faith is also help
ing her to reach out and 
minister to others in need 
during this time. As a lay 
minister for her church, 
St. Mary's Church in Clay
ton, she has been contact
ing about 50 to 60 people 
to see how they are doing 
and if they need help. 

"Checking in with peo
ple, trying to be sympa
thetic with people, seeing 
if they need help with 
things," Geiss said. 

On her contact list is a 
friend who is disabled and 
trapped in Florida. The 
friend traveled to Florida 
aboard Amtrak's Auto 
Train, in which passen
gers ride in the train that 
carries their personal car, 
but the friend will not be 
able to return to the North 
Country by that method. 

Instead, Geiss and a cou
ple of her fellow parish-

ioners will pick their 
friend up at the Syracuse 
airport. The woman's car 
will remain in Florida, so 
Geiss and others will drive 
their friend to the phar
macy, the grocery store 
and Mass when it re
sumes. 

Geiss serves on the 
board of the Paynter Sen
ior Citizens Center in 
Clayton and said that 
group is trying to keep in 
touch with its senior citi
zens as well. Though all 
on-site activities have 
been canceled for now, 
there remains a bus serv
ice to the grocery store 
and food pantry and other 
stops. 

This sense of faith in ac
tion is not new for Geiss. 
She was commissioned as 
a lay minister in 2017, out 
of a class of 10 people 
who have stayed in touch 
as close friends, "the kind 
of thing where we'd do 
anything for each other," 
she said. 

"Every single one of us 
has picked a unique min
istry, and we have stayed 
with it," she said. "We did
n't just feel like, 'Oh, I'm 
going to do this for two 
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years.' It's kind of like a 
lifelong commitment." 

For Geiss, the ministry 
she chose was catechism, 
so she has taught Rite of 
Christian Initiation for 
Adults (RClA) and other 
adult education classes. In 
fact, she was in the middle 
of teaching a class during 
Lent on the parts of the 
Mass when the class was 
shut down after two of the 
five meetings. 

She also serves as a Eu
charistic minister, helps 
plan different social 
events for her church - in
cluding the St. Joseph's 
brunch on March 15 that 
was one of the last social 
events in the county be
fore isolation began - and 
coordinates volunteers to 
work at receptions after 
Mass in the summer. 

Geiss also works at the 
food pantry that is located 
in St. Mary's and overseen 
by a council of local 
churches. 

"I'm really glad I became 
a lay minister. It's really 
enriched my life in a lot of 
different ways," she said. 

Coming to the Catholic 
faith has enriched Geiss' 
life as well. After her par
ents were killed in a car 
crash when she was 11, 

Geiss and her four sisters 
went to live with their 
grandparents. It "wasn't 
the most idyllic upbring
ing," Geiss said, as their 
grandparents didn't want 
to raise the children but 
felt obligated to do. They 
did take the children to 
the Methodist church on 
Sundays. 

"I kind of got to liking 
church even back in those 
times," Geiss said. "It was 
kind of an escape from 
home to go to youth 
group meetings and choir 
practice and whatever." 

By the time she met her 
Catholic husband while 
attending Syracuse Uni
versity, Geiss had fallen 
away from her faith in her 
college years, so they de
cided to get married in the 
Catholic church and raise 
their children Catholic. 

However, it wasn't until 
her middle son made his 
First Communion in 1987 
that Geiss decided to take 
RCIA classes and officially 
become Catholic after 
years of being involved in 
the faith with her family. 

"I've been in love with it 
ever since," Geiss said of 
the faith that has helped 
her form a relationship 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 



DIOCESAN LIFE II NOR THe 0 U N TRY CAT H 0 LI C 
MAY 13,2020 

Environmental Stewardship 

An invitation 

One of the most discussed ques
tions today seems to be "What will 
the 'new normal'look like? How will 
this new normal affect my daily 
routine, our country, our world?" Al
though none of us know the an
swer to that question, we all know 
it will not be"business as usual." 
What do we have to guide us in our 
discernment of where God may be 
leading us as a humankind? 

We as Catholics are blessed to 
have the Gospel and the Catholic 
social teachings to provide us with 
a spiritual vision of our unique role 
as humans at this critical moment 
in our world today. It is through the 
lens of the seven Catholic social 
teachings that Pope Francis' en
cyclical Laudato Si;On Care for our 
Common Home challenges us to 
look upon our contemporary world. 
In this encyclical, written five years 
ago, Pope Francis makes it clear 
that we all need a complete turn
about in our relationship with the 
earth, a transformation that can be 
sustained only if rooted in a spiri
tual vision. 

How has this encyclical affected 
the way we view this current his
torical moment and what is our 
role in being instruments of God's 
peace and love? In this Encyclical 
Pope Francis writes"Living our vo
cation to be protectors of God's 
handiwork is essential to a life of 
virtue; it is not an optional or sec-
0ndary aspect of our Christian ex
perience." He calls every person on 
the planet to work toward fashion
ing a more just and sustainable 
world where all life is sacred and is 
reverenced and treated with re
spect. 

During the coming week of May 
16-24 you are invited to a special 
Diocesan celebration of Laudato Si . 
Check out the Diocesan web page 
and the E-Notes for several oppor
tunities to learn more about it and 
the Christian vision that it provides 
us with as we strive to create a 
more just and peace filled future. 
Don't miss Franciscan priest, Father 
Dan Horan, virtually present on 
Sunday afternoon, May 16, to 
begin the week! For more details, 
see Diocesan Website (www.rc
dony.org) 

Rest in Peace 

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen who have served in the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg 

May 13 - Rev. Ladislaus J. Stasz, 
1971; Rev. Edward E. Papp,2016 
May 14 - Deacon Vincent E.lrvin 
Jr.,2003 
May 1S - Rev. William Rossiter, 
1908; Msgr.James R. McClure, 
1960; Deacon William G. Schmidt, 
2016 
May 16 - Rev. Moses Legualt, 
1908; Rev.John M. Mcintyre, 1944; 
Msgr. Peter R. Riani, 2019 
May 18 - Rev.John B.A. Legrand, 
1891; Rev. Richard Hotter, 1928, 
Rev. Augustus J. Dumont, 1949 
May 19 - Msgr. Arthur M. Leary, 
1968; Deacon Vincent J. Frattali, 
2003 

Protecting God's Children 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg has 
scheduled sessions for Protecting 
God's Children for Adults. 
Pre-registration online is required. 
Participants may preregister at 
www.virtus.org. 
Due to CoVid-19, there are no live 
trainings scheduled. If you need to 
complete VIRTUS training, contact 
Jean Grizzuto, jgrizzuto@rcdony.org 
or 315-393-2920 x 1413, who will 
coordinate assigning the training to 
be completed online. 

To Report Abuse 
If you have a complaint of sus
pected misconduct involving 
diocesan clergy, religious, employ
ees or volunteers, contact Victims 
Assistance Coordinator, Terri
anne Yanulavich, Ph.D., LMHC, 5050 
Route 374, Merrill, NY 12955; terri
anneyanulavich@yahoo.com 
Phone: 518-651-2267 days; 518-
569-0612 evenings; or Father 
Christopher Carrara, the Episcopal 
Vicar for Clergy; 
ccarrara@rcdony.org Phone: 315-
393-2920 ext. 1340.lf you have a 
complaint of suspected sexual 
abuse or related misconduct by the 
bishops, contact the Catholic 
Bishop Abuse Reporting Service at 
800-276-15620rwww.Report
BishopAbuse.org. 

Diocese works with experts 
to develop reopening plan 

OGDENSBURG- Bishop Terry 
R. LaValley is working 
with local health officials 
and professionals to de
velop a plan that will 
allow Masses to resume in 
the Diocese of Ogdens
burg. 

Bishop LaValley has 
been consulting with a 
committee of health and 
liturgy experts, including 
representatives of the De
partment of Health, the 
St. Lawrence County Pub
lic Health Department, 
area medical center ad
ministration, the dioce
san Office of Worship and 
local medical profession
als as it develops the 
plan. The committee in
cludes Dr. Dana McGuire, 
Dr. Andrew Williams, Dr. 
Tracy LaFlair, Dr. Lisa Bre
itenbach, Nurse Practi
tioner Rita Crowley, 
Registered Nurses Sandy 
Lyons and Nancy Levac, 

and Father Bryan Stitt. 
"As we work to transi

tion to a possible gradual 
reopening of our 
churches and some insti
tutions, I thought it was 
important that I get the 
best expertise I can from 
you, our health care pro
fessionals, as I try to de
sign a plan or protocol for 
the churches in our dio
cese, Bishop LaValley 
told the group. 

While the public health 
professionals noted 
they're still awaiting addi
tional guidance from the 
state on the planned 
phased reopening, in
cluding dates churches 
could potentially resume 
worship, discussion cen
tered around potential 
safety measures a re
opening plan could in
clude, as well as how the 
plan could be impacted 
by regional differences 

within the diocese or a 
potential resurgence of 
the virus. 

To begin the phased re
opening, each region of 
the state needs to meet 
set criteria. 

Public health officials 
noted they are cooperat
ing across the region to 
get testing and tracing 
systems in place that will 
allow the North Country 
to enter phase one of re
opening as soon as possi
ble. 

The diocese has also 
been reviewing plans es
tablished by other dioce
ses around the nation, as 
well as plans developed 
by the Thomistic Insti
tute, as a plan for local re
opening is developed. 

Additional details will 
be provided as the plan is 
developed and the dio
cese moves toward re
suming worship. 

'God helps me get back up' 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 

with God and relation
ships with her fellow be
lievers. 

It was that faith - and 
those relationships - that 
sustained Geiss through 

Letters to the Editor 

We welcome letters from read
ers of the North Country Catholic. 

• Due to space limitations, we 
ask that the number of words be 
limited to 300. 

• We cannot accept letters 
which support ideas which are 
contrary to the teachings of the 
Catholic Church. 

• Send letters to North Country 
Catholic, PO Box 326, Ogdensburg, 
NY, 13669 or e-mail to 
news@northcountrycatholic.org 

• Join the conversation! 

her husband's death and 
still sustains her in its af
termath. While State Po
lice tried to get a hold of 
her after her husband's 
incident, they also 
tracked down people 
from her church to help 
locate her. 

"When I got home, at 
that very first moment 
when my husband had 
passed, I pulled into my 
driveway and there were 
two of the deacons from 
our church," Geiss said. 
'They were here from the 
very first second to sup
port me. They came in the 
house. They stayed with 
me until my children 
came and just stayed with 
me right through the 
whole time." 

It was a tough time, 

Geiss said, and especially 
overwhelming to see her 
children and grandchil
dren deal with the loss of 
their father and grandfa
ther, "so prayer certainly 
go me through those very 
rough first days." 

Reflecting on that tough 
time, putting aside some 
time for God every day, 
and praying for people 
suffering from coron
avirus while thinking 
about her son in quaran
tine is a process Geiss 
uses to continue to sus
tain her. 

"God helps me get back 
up and keep going," she 
said. "You've just got to 
trust God. He's going to 
get you through this. He 
got you through every
thing else." 
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Celebrating Laudato Si' five years later 
By John Tenbusch 
Parishioner at St. Mary's, Waddington CELEBRATE 

Five years ago, Pope 
Francis issued the Encycli
cal Letter "Laudato Si' - On 
Care For Our Common 
Home." His opening 
words: '''Laudato Si', mi 
Signore' - 'Praise be to 
you, my Lord," are taken 
from the Canticle of 
Brother Sun and Sister 
Moon, written by St. Fran
cis of Assisi almost 800 
years ago. That beautiful 
prayer praises God for the 
sun, the moon, wind and 
air, water, fire, the earth, 
and even "Sister Death" -
saying "Blessed are they 
She finds doing Your Will." 

LAUDATE 51 WEEK 

Pope Francis grounded 
this encyclical squarely 
within Catholic social 
teaching; he cited writings 
from Popes Paul VI, John 
Paul II, Benedict XVI to 
demonstrate that concern 
for the environment is not 
a "new" idea among 
Catholics. Francis de
scribes an "authentic 
human ecology" which 
"presumes full respect for 
the human person, but it 
must ... take into account 
the nature of each being 
and its mutual connection 
in an ordered system." 
Pope Francis sees the 
"cries of the poor and the 
cries of the earth" as not 
separate issues but as in-

May 16-22: Online Video series of videos 
by Fr. Dan Horan, OFM: "Understanding 
Laudato Si'" 

May 17 at 4pm: Virtual Keynote 
presentation by Fr. Dan Horan, OFM 

May 19 at 6pm: Virtual Presentation by 
Tom Semeraro for Parents and Youth 

May 21, 3pm: Snack and Chat Virtual 
Youth Group meeting by Tom Semeraro 

May 23, 7pm: Panel discussion of 
Laudato Si based on the Video Series 
"Understanding Laudato Si" 

FOR DETAILS AND INFORMATION SEE 
THE DIOCESAN WEBSITE: RCDONY.ORG 

tricately connected. 
Laudato Si' is part of the 

ethos of this past decade. 
Only six months before its 
release, the "People's Cli
mate March" was the 
largest global climate 
change march to date - an 
estimated 600,000 people 
participated in events on 
six continents. Seven 
months afterward, 195 na
tions signed the Paris 
Agreement at the U.N. Cli
mate Change Conference 

in December 2015. 

Order your 2020 Diocesan Directory! 

Laudato Si' also stimu
lated study and activism 
in the Church. Catholic 
parishes, schools and 
communities across the 
world held study groups, 
reflections and discus
sions of all sorts. At the 
encyclical's six-month 
mark, a survey found one 
in three Catholics ac
knowledging a papal in
fluence on their views of 
global warming. A quarter 
of them were aware of 
Laudato Si'. 

2020 
-'" +~ ... OgdeaIbuls e 
Directory 
.... ClAall:m...d ---
~ 
$15.00 
each 

The Official 2020 
Directory of the Diocese of 

Ogdensburg includes 
detailed information about 
parishes, schools and other 

Catholic organizations. 

Order online at 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 

or call our office at 

315-608-7556 

to order yours today! 

Another survey a year 
later found that a third of 
Catholics had heard of or 
read the encyclical. Six-in-
10 Catholics agreed that 
climate change was occur
ring and was largely a re
sult of human activity. 
Additionally, 68% of 
Catholics recognized a 

personal moral responsi
bility to address climate 
change, with 32% saying 
the Pope had strength
ened that belief. 

In our own Diocese of 
Ogdensburg, Pope Francis' 
encyclical has stimulated 
numerous study and dis
cussion groups. I person
ally have participated in 
Laudato Si' study groups 
in Canton and Colton; I fa
cilitated a discussion 
group in my parish in 
Waddington. Many other 
Catholics in our North 
Country can make similar 
statements about how 
Laudato Si' led them to in
creased involvement in 
environmental issues. 

An "Environmental Stew
ardship" column appears 
each week in the diocesan 
newspaper, "North Coun
try Catholic." This column 
offers ideas for individual 
and group activities, di
rects readers to additional 
information about the en
vironment, and reminds 
us all that the environ
ment is a central part of 

our faith. 
Three Faith and Ecology 

groups (in Watertown, 
Canton, and Saranac Lake) 
continue meeting today. 
According to the group in 
Canton, "Our intention is 
to create a forum for dis
cussion and activity on 
environmental issues, by 
people who recognize the 
interconnection between 
their own spirituality and 
the Creation of which we 
are all part. The subject of 
faith and the environment 
has been profoundly in
fluenced by Pope Francis' 
encyclical, Laudato Si'. It 
places concern for the en
vironment in a moral con
text that many find 
compelling." 

The Canton Faith and 
Ecology group has gone so 
far as to develop a Vision 
Statement, and a strategic 
plan which includes activ
ities in areas including 
"Outreach and Education," 
"Partnering with Other Or
ganizations," and "Elimi
nating Plastics From Our 
Environment." Progress on 
these issues has been 
slow, but it is the work of 
our (and our children's) 
lifetimes. 

Five years out from its 
issuance, what is the 
legacy of Laudato Si'? Has 
our "concern for the envi
ronment in a moral con
text" waned, covered over 
by more current problems 
and issues? After all, for 
many the most important 
problems are the ones in 
front of us now. 

But if we continue to 
pray St. Francis' Canticle 
of Brother Sun and Sister 
Moon, especially "Praised 
be you my Lord, through 
our Sister, Mother Earth, 
who sustains and governs 
us, producing varied 
fruits with colored flowers 
and herbs," then we can 
be inspired to continue 
this work of our lifetimes, 
toward our ultimate salva
tion. 



WORLD/NATION II NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC 
MAY 13 , 2020 

Court reexamines insurance 
coverage of contraceptives 

WASHINGTON (CNS) - The jus
tices of the U.S. Supreme 
Court seemed divided May 
6 over Trump administra
tion rules that give em
ployers more ability to opt 
out of providing contra
ceptive coverage in their 
health plans. 

The argument, part of a 
handful that will take place 
by teleconference during 
the coronavirus restric
tions, took another look at 
an issue that has come be
fore the court already and 
again, as in previous 
terms, it highlighted the 
Little Sisters of the Poor, 
the order of women reli
gious who care for the eld
erly poor. 

''There are very strong 
interests on both sides 
here, which is what makes 
the case difficult, obvi
ously," justice Brett Ka
vanaugh said in the May 6 
arguments, which lasted 
40 minutes longer than 
usual-allotted hour. 

He said the interests in
clude religious liberty for 
the Little Sisters of the 
Poor and others and ensur
ing women's access to 
health care and preventive 
services. 

"So the question be
comes: Who decides how 
to balance those inter
ests?" he asked. 

The Little Sisters of the 
Poor, who have been down 
this road before, were rep
resented by Becket, a reli
gious liberty law firm. 

To recap their journey: In 
2013, religious groups and 
houses of worship were 
granted a religious exemp
tion by the Supreme Court 
from the government's 
mandate in the Affordable 
Care Act to include cover
age of contraceptives in 
their employee health 
plan. Three years later, re
ligious nonprofit groups 
challenged the require
ment that they comply 

with the mandate and the 
court sent the cases back 
to the lower courts with in
structions for the federal 
government and the chal
lengers to try to work out 
a solution agreeable to 
both sides. 

Then in 2017, religious 
groups were given further 
protection from the con
traceptive mandate 
through an executive order 
issued by President Don
ald Trump requiring the 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services to 
write a comprehensive ex
emption to benefit reli
gious ministries from the 
contraceptive mandate. 

HHS provided this ex
emption in 2018, but sev
eral states challenged it, 
saying HHS didn't have the 
power to give this exemp
tion. 

Pennsylvania and New 
jersey obtained a nation
wide injunction against 
the rules protecting reli
gious objectors from the 
contraceptive mandate; 
that injunction was then 
upheld by the 3rd U.S. Cir
cuit Court of Appeals, 
based in Philadelphia. 

This is where the Little 
Sisters come back because 
they appealed the circuit 
court's ruling and asked 
the Supreme Court to step 
in. 

In one of the two consol
idated cases, Trump v. 
Pennsylvania, the adminis
tration has argued that the 
exceptions to the contra
ceptive mandate for reli
gious groups were 
authorized by the health 
care law and required by 
the 1993 Religious Free
dom Restoration Act, 
known as RFRA. 

Lawyers for Pennsylva
nia and New jersey said 
the administration lacked 
statutory authority to 
issue such regulations and 
said the government did 

not follow proper adminis
trative procedures. 

The second case exam
ines whether the Little Sis
ters of the Poor had the 
standing to appeal the 3rd 
Circuit ruling since a sepa
rate court order had al
ready allowed them to 
refuse to provide contra
ceptive coverage in their 
employee health plans. 

In the May 6 oral argu
ments, justices Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg and Sonia So
tomayor expressed con
cerns that if the Trump 
administration rules re
mained in place, many 
women would be left with
out access to contracep
tives covered by insurance 
plans. 

"You have just tossed en
tirely to the wind what 
Congress thought was es
sential," Ginsburg said, 
calling in from a hospital 
room in Baltimore, where 
she was recovering from 
gallbladder treatment. 

She also said that in the 
area of religious freedom, 
"the major trend is not to 
give everything to one side 
and nothing to the other 
side. We have had a history 
of accommodation, of tol
erance." 

The U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops filed a 
friend-of-the-court brief 
siding with the Little Sis
ters of the Poor, which 
stressed that the court 
needs to set the record 
straight, particularly with 
its interpretation of RFRA, 
which says "governments 
should not substantially 
burden religious exercise 
without compelling justifi
cation." 

The oral arguments were 
the combined cases of Lit
tle Sisters of the Poor 
Saints Peter and Paul 
Home v. Pennsylvania and 
Trump v. Pennsylvania. A 
decision is expected by 
late june. 

CATHOLIC 
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AT A GLANCE 
In merger, Vatican creates Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall 
OTTAWA, Ontario (eNS) - The long-anticipated merger of Ontario's Ottawa 
and Alexandria-Cornwall dioceses has been officially approved by the Vatican 
and, as of May 6, the new Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall is now officially 
recognized by the Catholic Church. Archbishop Terrence Prendergast main
tains his leadership of the church in Ottawa and is now the first archbishop of 
the new Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall. But in making the announcement 
on May 6, Pope Francis named his eventual successor. Pope Francis appointed 
Bishop Marcel Damphousse, 57, of Sault Ste. Marie as coadjutor archbishop of 
Ottawa-Cornwall. Robert Du Broy, Ottawa-Cornwall communications director, 
said that although no official date has been set, Archbishop Prendergast is 
expected to retire this year, and Archbishop Damphousse will succeed him. In 
a statement, Du Broy said the merger "will ensure more efficient manage
ment of the church's resources while respecting the bilingual nature of the 
region." 

Some dioceses announce first steps to resuming Masses 
WASHINGTON (eNS) - A handful of u.s. dioceses that have not celebrated 
Masses for roughly two months since the emergence of the coronavirus pan
demic have now taken the first steps to reopening their parishes for Mass. 
One archdiocese announcing the resumption of Masses was the Archdiocese 
of Portland, Oregon. Even so, there are caveats: No more than 25 at any Mass, 
social distancing will still be in effect, and not every parish will be prepared 
to restart a Mass schedule effective May 9. Even so, Archbishop Alexander K. 
Sample of Portland called this "great news" in a video posted May 5 on Face
book and Twitter, asking Catholics to "have great understanding and patience 
at this time as we begin to transition to some level of normalcy in the life of 
our church." The dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass is 
still in effect. When the Archdiocese of Denver canceled public Masses March 
13, "we did not foresee the suspension lasting as long as it has," said a May 7 
letter from Archbishop Samuel J.Aquila and Auxiliary Bishop Jorge H. Ro
driguez. Denver, too, is reopening Masses "in a limited and gradual way," they 
said, also May 9. "Extreme caution will be used, that strict physical distancing 
will be observed, and that pastors will consult the guidance issued by state 
and local health authorities. This, of course, will mean that access to the 
Masses celebrated over the next few months will be very limited," they 
added. 

Jesuits mourn members' deaths at Ontario care home 
TORONTO (eNS) - Canada's Jesuits are in mourning after five members of 
their community, including four priests, died of COVID-19 at the religious 
order's long-term care facility in Pickering, Ontario. Jesuit Fathers Michael 
Hawkins, 83, Peter Larisey, 91, Norman Dodge, 92, and Francis Xavier Johnson, 
93,as well as layman George O'Neill, 77,died between April 29 and May 3 at 
Rene Goupil House, an infirmary near the Manresa Jesuit Spiritual Renewal 
Centre. All the deceased became infected while residing at the Jesuit com
munity, where 16 of 22 residents and an unspecified number of staff tested 
positive for COVID-19. The facility has been in lockdown since March 9. Since 
there can be no Jesuit without a mission, all the men living at the infirmary 
in Pickering are assigned to pray for the Society of Jesus, and thereby to also 
pray for the church and the world. 
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Nuncio: Church wasn't prepared for pandemic 
WASHINGTON (CNS) - just like 

billions of people 
throughout the world, 
"the church was not pre
pared" for the coron
avirus pandemic, said 
Archbishop Christophe 
Pierre, the Vatican nuncio 
to the United States, in a 
May 6 interview with 
Catholic News Service. 

"We are also people in 
an organization" beyond 
just a religion with adher
ents, Archbishop Pierre 
said in the interview, 
which was conducted via 
Zoom. ''The other day I 
was with an archbishop 
who was telling me, 
'Today, we have 16,000 
people to give salary to, 
people who work for the 
church, and we have a 
huge organization.'" 

In response, "we have to 
innovate. We have to be 
creative," Archbishop 
Pierre said. 

He warned, though, of 
another malady that 
could strike the church. 

"We live in a drastically 
changing time," Arch
bishop Pierre said. "May I 
say, in our church at 
times we take for granted 
what we have until it dis
appears. The empty 
church will not just be 
covered with vines, the 
empty church is pro
voked by another virus: 
the loss of faith, the lack 
of transmission of faith in 
the family, in the schools, 
in the society. A lot of the 
young people who have 
not had any belonging to 
the church. They have not 
received the gift of faith. 
They have not been in
vited to follow jesus." 

The nuncio said he has 
heard from some 
"protesting" people that 
"the bishops have closed 
the churches, there is no 
access to the sacraments, 
and so forth." But "we suf
fer what they suffer. The 
spiritual dimension of the 
meaning, maybe, of God's 
presence in the world is 

being rediscovered." 
That is how he inter

preted the May 1 reconse
cration of the United 
States and Canada by 
their respective nations' 
bishops to Mary. Arch
bishop Pierre noted that 
bishops in Latin American 
countries have reconse
crated dioceses - and in 
some cases the entire na
tion - to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, patroness of 
the Americas. 

"It's an act of offering, 
knowing that God is 
there, taking charge of all 
of us. Our faith is not an 
idea. It's not just an ideol
ogy. There is nothing 
magical. It's a relationship 
with a person," he said. 

"In our private devo
tions, we have constantly 
these practices of conse
cration to the Sacred 
Heart. You know there is a 
kind of culture ... when 
the new home is going up, 
you invite a priest just to 
bless your home, you put 
up an image of the Sacred 
Heart. These kinds of 
things," which he said 
help make people "aware 
that God is present." 

Concern for those most 
at risk during the pan
demic weighed on Arch
bishop Pierre's mind. ''The 
church has to find ways 
and means. Actually, to be 
honest with you, since 
I've been in this country, I 
have seen how many 
works are done by organ
izations. They don't make 
noise about it, but 
Catholic Charities, CRS 
(Catholic Relief Services), 
and many others, there 
are many. Not just the big 
ones, (but) dioceses and 
so forth," he said. 

"Another bishop was 
telling me a few days ago 
he was discovering how 
many were poor - and so 
we have to do some
thing," Archbishop Pierre 
added. "I would give a lot 
of attention to the mi
grants. The migrants are 

those now in a very diffi
cult situation because of 
the precarity of their situ
ation. Many of them are 
contracting the coron
avirus and they are not 
being paid attention to." 

He said : ''The other day 
we had a kind of meeting 
through Zoom with a lot 
of actors in the church, 
Catholic Charities, people 
in charge of education, we 
were about 20 people 
sharing our experience. 
And I was amazed to see 
how people are acting, 
not just to foresee what 
will happen after that, but 
to be present .A bishop 
was telling me how many 
people are in need be
cause they are poor. They 
are trying to organize a 
solidarity outreach to the 
poor." 

This has filtered to the 
parish level as well, he 
said, having heard reports 
of "so many priests now, 
calling their parishioners 
all the time" and of "vol
untarily, priests going to 
the hospital. .. . We have to 
innovate, not to repeat 
the same things as be
fore." 

In his conversations 
with U.S. bishops, "first 
and foremost, they all 
suffer," Archbishop Pierre 
told CNS. "'Where are you, 
bishop?' 'At home.' But 
you know, on the other 
hand, I also feel they have 
this on their shoulders -
the huge responsibility of 
animating a church" that 
has been paralyzed in a 
shutdown mode for close 
to two months. 

''They are worried about 
the condition of the dio
ceses, they are worried 

about what will happen fi
nancially. And I think it's 
important for the people 
also to share the respon
sibility of the bishops and 
their priests also. Because 
we know the resources of 
this side in defense of the 
people. It's also a good 
way to help the people 
feel more responsible for 
the future of their own 
church." 

It has even touched 
Pope Francis. "For Francis, 
has had to readjust his 
practical life. He is like all 
bishops here," he said, re
stricted to staying inside. 

"I know that Pope Fran
cis is very anxious to ex
ercise his mission and to 
announce the Good News 
and to evangelize to reach 
out to people," the nuncio 
said. 

Even if speaking to an 
empty St. Peter's Square, 
he added, the pope is "ad
vocating for the whole 
world. I know his words 
are reaching out all over 
the place. I said to myself, 
this is the situational life 
of a jesuit. He shows the 
way to discern and he 
shows the way we have to 
behave in this time." 

Likewise, Archbishop 
Pierre's bosses at the Vat
ican Secretariat of State 
have been on restriction, 
although Pope Francis has 
assigned Cardinal Peter 
Turkson to figure out a re
opening plan for the Vati
can. ''The Holy Father 
would like to have a kind 
of analysis of what is hap
pening today. We know 
what is happening, but 

what should we be doing 
later . ... What will be the 
perspective of the church 
for the next few months?" 

The nunciature in Wash
ington is still operating, 
but Archbishop Pierre's 
own travels have been 
postponed. "We wait for 
the time when hopefully 
we will be able to do it as 
before, especially for me," 
he said adding that a cur
rent problem is a number 
of new bishops who have 
"not yet been ordained or 
installed. So we wait and 
see for the moment. We 
will have to take deci
sions. Many things have 
been postponed." 

One event Archbishop 
Pierre had to miss was the 
May 6 installation of new 
Atlanta Archbishop Gre
gory]. Hartmayer. He did 
see, though, the newarch
bishop's homily from a 
vespers service the night 
before the ordination in 
which Archbishop Hart
mayer asked his listeners 
what lessons they will 
take from "these weeks of 
physical separation. We 
do not know how much 
we have until we lose it." 

"What if, thanks be to 
God, we are only sepa
rated the Eucharist and 
one other to be jarred into 
a different situation, a 
manifestation of the great 
and fragile gift to what we 
have been entrusted?" 
Archbishop Pierre asked 
aloud in a lament of con
tinued U.S. church in
fighting, saying, "A house 
divided against itself will 
crumble." 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

Readings, Gospel prepare us for Pentecost 
Although Pentecost is 

still two weeks away, this 
Sunday could well be 
called "Introduc-
ing the Holy Spirit 
Sunday," since the 
Gospel is all about 
jesus' promise to 
send another "par
aclete," one who 
pleads our cause, 
when he returns to 
heaven. 

will now send the Spirit of 
Truth, who will complete 
their education, remind

The Gospel is Monsignor 

ing them of all that 
He said while on 
earth, and giving 
them full under
standing and skill 
to preach the Word 
with great power 
and wisdom. This 
Holy Spirit will 
make it possible 
for jesus, along 

with God the Fa-part of jesus' Paul E. 
farewell address to Whitmore 
his apostles at the 

ther, to come into 
their hearts and 

Last Supper. There, 
he prepares them for his 
death, resurrection and 
ascension, He tells them 
they should be happy that 
He is leaving them, for 
now God the Father will 
send them an Advocate or 
Counselor. As jesus Him
self was the first "Para
clete," so God the Father 

dwell there. In this 
way, jesus will be present 
to them always. Further, 
this Holy Spirit will fill 
them with courage to wit
ness to the Truth. He will 
console them with great 
joy and help them to live 
always in hope of their 
own resurrection. 

The first reading from 

May17 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

READINGS 
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 
1 Peter3:15-18 
John 14:15-21 

the Acts of the Apostles, 
tells a story that shows 
how the apostles, follow
ing Pentecost, were able to 
perform miracles and 
healings very similar to 
the ones jesus Himself 
worked while yet with 
them. These signs gave 
such strong credibility to 
their preaching that 
crowds of people immedi
ately believed in jesus and 
were baptized. The story 
tells us that Philip the 
Deacon, filled with the 
Spirit, goes to Samaria and 
converts these traditional 
enemies into enthusiastic 

CALLED TO SERVE 

believers. When the apos
tles heard this astounding 
news, they immediately 
sent Peter and john to lay 
hands on them, so they 
could receive the Holy 
Spirit. It was in Samaria 
that a certain magician 
named Simon, reverenced 
there as a god, was con
verted to jesus. Unfortu
nately, he made a serious 
mistake of offering to 
"buy" Peter's power. Even 
today, we refer to that as 
the sin of simony. Peter 
excommunicated him on 
the spot but invited him 
to repent of this grave sin. 
We never do find out what 
happened to him. 

The second reading 
today, from a letter attrib
uted to st. Peter, gives the 
early Christians a rule of 
conduct as they set out on 
their mission of truth and 
service. "Always be pre-

Praying for our deacons 
Pope Francis chose the 

Order of Deacon as his 
month of May prayer in
tention. The Pope's mes
sage was, "Deacons are 
not second-level priests. 
They are part of the clergy 
and live their vocation in 
and with their family. 
They are dedicated to the 
service of the poor, who 
carry within them the face 
of the suffering Christ. 

Y!t;ljwl'I A /vi [!tap 
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They are the guardians of 
service in the Church. Let 
us pray that deacons, 
faithful in their service to 
the Word and the poor, 
may be an invigorating 
symbol for the entire 
Church." 

Thank you, Holy Father. 
As a priest friend of mine 
likes to say, "we can use all 
the prayers we can get!" 

Bishop Stanislaus 
Brzana introduced the 
Permanent Diaconate to 
the Diocese of Ogdens
burg in 1977. He asked Fa
ther Don Manfred, who 
became Pastor in North 
Lawrence that year, to or
ganize a formation pro
gram. With faculty from 
Wadhams Hall, they put 
together a formation pro
gram that included aca
demics, spirituality, 

liturgical and ministerial 
practices. A total of 22 
men were invited to that 
first formation 
class out of 50 ap
plicants. On the 
feast of St. Francis 
in 1980, 14 of 
them were or
dained. Deacons 
Oberst, Trombly, 
Hinerth and De
fayette are still 

have been ordained as 
permanent deacons in our 
diocese since 1980. These 

men feel called to 
the ministry of 
deacon, not priest
hood, and so are 
called permanent. 
Today, we have 86 
permanent dea
cons in the dio
cese, roughly 75% 
of them remain in 

with us from that 
group. 

Deacon active or semi-ac
Kevin Mastellon tive ministry. Most 

The formation 
program has been 
tweaked since those first 
days, but it essentially 
covers the same material. 

All Catholic clergy are 
ordained to the order of 
deacon. Some continue to 
the priesthood; they are 
called "transitional dea
cons." More than 125 men 

of us are married, 
have children, and worked 
outside the church in the 
public or private sector. 

There are three men 
who will be ordained this 
summer, two as transi
tional deacons and one as 
a permanent deacon. 
Fourteen men are in for
mation working toward a 

pared to make a defense 
to anyone who asks you to 
account for the hope that 
is in you; yet do it with 
gentleness and rever
ence." 

They should have no 
fear of their enemies but 
be prepared to pay the 
price of discipleship. If 
they unite their sufferings 
to those that jesus en
dured, then their personal 
reward in heaven is as
sured. 

This Thursday is Ascen
sion Thursday and the be
ginning of our nine-day 
preparation for the com
ing of the Holy Spirit on 
Pentecost. We must pray 
to the Holy Spirit for fed
eral and state govern
ments to have His wisdom 
and guidance on when to 
lift bans on social distanc
ing in this still uncertain 
time. 

fall 2021 ordination as 
permanent deacons. 

All are faithful to the 
Word, worship and serv
ice. 

Father Bill Muench said 
it well in his column in 
this paper last week: "Per
manent deacons today are 
an integral part of parish 
life. Parishioners are well 
aware of the tremendous 
contributions deacons 
make to the parishes of 
our diocese." Pray for the 
deacons in your parish 
and to all men who have 
heard God's call to the 
Order of Deacon. 

Deacon Kevin Mastel/on 
ministers in Watertown. 
He is the Director of Per
manent Deacons for the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg. 
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Good News 
travels fast 

By Father Dan Chapin, MM 

One Saturday afternoon, I was on my way to preside 
at a wedding at the Chapel of the Exaltation, one of the 
two chapels of the Parish of Our Lady of La Salette in 
Cochabamba, Bolivia; I have been assisting at the parish 
since October of 2016. This parish is the only one in Bo
livia that belongs to the La Salette community; its inter
national headquarters are in the French Alps; this 
missionary congregation is present in many countries, 
including in the United States. 

As mentioned, I was on my way to this wedding. I 
hailed a taxi; there are many here in this city of some 
700,000 and like many vehicles, it was an older model; 
I'll explain the reason for this in another article. As I en
tered the taxi, I immediately detected the aroma of coca 
leaves; this also is quite common. Right away, the driver 
asked me where was I from and how long had I been in 
the city; when I informed him who I was and what I was 
doing, it led to a discussion on religion, as it frequently 
does. The driver related that he was not a member of 
any church; apparently, he was not baptized, as he told 
me he had no godparents; for him it was "God and I", 
"jesus and I." He was scandalized by the divisions in 
Christianity. He emphasized the church as being re
ferred to as female and the different denominations 
represented different women; I think he was referring 
to the various parishes and churches being named after 
female saints. 

Then he changed the subject. He asked me if I liked 
singing, and I indicated that I did indeed and that I had 
been singing since I was a boy. Didn't he start singing! 
He was in good voice and sang a number of hymns 
based on the Gospels and other New Testament texts: 
he sang of jesus, of a new heaven and a new earth, of 
the beauty of God's works, of how being calm will get 
you far in life. I must admit I was worried about his 
somewhat distracted driving as he wound his way 
through city traffic. He said he also played guitar and I 
was relieved that he hadn't brought it along with him 
that day! He shared that he didn't play or Sing in public, 
just by himself. 

I guess I was his public that day; I was his captive au
dience, but I loved his singing and was inspired by it; 
even more so, I was moved by the fact that he would so 
generously and spontaneously share this God-given tal
ent with a perfect stranger. He was evangelizing me. 
Evangelization is a two-way street; it takes many forms; 
and listening - really listening - to one who shares faith, 
like this taxi driver, is one of the many ways the Good 
News is transmitted. 

II NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC NEWS 

Private funeral held for 
Sister Mary Patrick Murphy 
Sister Mary Patrick Mur

phy died on May 4, 2020, 
at the Sisters of st. joseph 
Motherhouse at the age of 
86. 

She was born on janu
ary 6, 1934, in Potsdam, 
the daughter of Paul Fran
cis and Mildred Butler 
Murphy. 

A graduate of Canton 
High School, Sister Mary 
Patrick entered the Sisters 
of St. joseph on Septem
ber 8, 1957. She received 
the habit on june 24, 
1958, and made Final Pro
fession on August 28, 
1963. She received her 
Bachelor's Degree and 
Masters Degree with a 
concentration in French 
from the New York State 
University of Potsdam. 
She also did Post-Gradu
ate work in Education Ad
ministration and 
Supervision from St. 
Lawrence University, Can
ton and SUNY Platts
burgh. 

Sister Mary Patrick 
taught at Holy Name 
School, AuSable Forks, 
Augustinian Academy, 
Carthage and Immaculate 
Heart Central, Watertown. 
She was principal of Au
gustinian High School, 
Carthage and Vice-Princi
pal of Immaculate Heart 

OBITUARIES 
Black River - Rita M. (Horn) Cesario, 
85; Private Funeral Services to be held 
May 8, 2020 at the Bruce Funeral 
Home; burial in Black River Cemetery. 

Carthage - Harry F. Becker, 87; Private 
Mass of Christian Burial to be held at 
StJames Church; burial in StJames 
Cemetery. 

Clayton - Hans C. Wahl, 56; Funeral 
Services to held at a later date; burial in 
Sand Bay Cemetery, Cape Vincent. 

Keeseville - Marion M. LaChance, 97; 

Central, Watertown. She 
taught French at the high 
schools and at Mater Dei 
College, Ogdensburg. She 
was on the Diocesan 
Committee for Vocations 
and was the Sisters of St. 
joseph Vocation Director. 
In 1980, Sister Mary 
Patrick was appointed 
Vice-President of Mater 
Dei College until she be
came secretary to the 
Diocesan Marriage Tribu
nal in 1990. In 2010, Sis
ter Mary Patrick retired 
and lived at the Sisters of 
St. joseph Motherhouse, 
Watertown. Sister Mary 
Patrick celebrated 60 
years of religious life in 
2018. 

Sister Mary Patrick 
served on many commit
tees throughout her min
istry in the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg. She served 
on the Diocesan Pastoral 
Council as secretary 
(1989-2009); Diocesan 
Council of Religious as its 
Treasurer and Vice-Presi
dent (1995-2008); Mater 
Dei College Board of 
Trustees from 1992-1998; 
Mater Dei Foundation 
(2002-2011) and Presi
dent of the Foundation 
from (2002-2005); 
Bishop's Fund Committee 
(1981-1990 and 2003-

Memorial Services to be held Sept. 5, 
2020 at St.john the Baptist Church; 
burial in Evergreen Cemetery. 

Massena - Catherine Ann "Kay" 
(Scott) Boyer, 86; Funeral Services to be 
held at a later date at the Donaldson 
Funeral home; burial in St. Mary's 
Cemetery, Canton. 

Massena - Elizabeth "Betty" (Ezrow) 
Haley, 86; Memorial Mass to be held at 
a later date; burial in Calvary Cemetery. 

Massena - Judy Ann Farnsworth, 59; 

2006). She also served on 
the Board of Directors of 
the Ogdensburg Commu
nity Players (1987-1988), 
the Tri-County Arts Coun
cil (1987-1990) and the 
Hospice of St. Lawrence 
Valley (1992-1995). 

Sister Mary Patrick 
loved to read the daily 
newspaper, to listen to 
music, travel, especially 
to Ireland, and spend 
time with friends. 

Sister Mary Patrick is 
survived by her brother, 
Robert, of Holland Patent, 
NY. She is also survived 
by nieces and nephews. 

Besides her parents, she 
is predeceased by her 
brother, Francis. 

Funeral arrangements 
are with Cummings Fu
neral Service, Inc. 

Due to the Corona 
virus, there will be no 
waking hours at the Sis
ters of St. joseph Mother
house. 

The funeral liturgy will 
be held privately at the 
Motherhouse Chapel. 

Contributions may be 
made to the Sisters of St. 
joseph, 1425 Washington 
St., Watertown, NY 1360l. 
Online condolences to 
her family may be posted 
at www.cummingsfu
neral.com. 

Private Funeral Services to be held. 

Plattsburgh - Diana M. (Filancia) 
John, 92; Celebration of life and burial 
to be held at a later date at St. Mary's 
Cemetery, Port Chester. 

Potsdam - Anna K. (Russell) Hewlett, 
86; Mass of Christian Burial to be held 
at a later date at St. Mary's Church; bur
ial in St. Mary's Cemetery. 

Watertown - Beverly J. (Tarzia) Lam
ica, 81; Funeral Services and burial to 
be held at a later date. 
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MAKING SENSE OF BIOETHICS 

Accelerating vaccine development 
Creating a new vaccine 

and bringing it to market 
typically requires more 
than a decade of research 
and clinical testing. Many 
companies and research 
groups are working over
time to shorten this time
line dramatically in the 
wake of the Covid-19 pan
demic. 

Some have suggested it 
may be possible to de
velop a vaccine within a 
year or two, but such a 
feat would be a first, espe
cially considering that no 
vaccine for any type of 
corona virus has ever been 
successfully developed. 

happened, for example, 
with the Ebola vaccine 
after the original viral out
break in Africa. 

Nevertheless, scores of 
laboratories are now ur
gently working to develop 
a Covid-19 vaccine. Their 
haste in trying not only to 
save lives, but also to beat 
their competitors, raises 
the concern that biomed
ical researchers may suc
cumb to temptations to 
cut corners ethically in the 
research and de
velopment phases 
of their work. 

good deal of time and ex
pense so that the pur
ported treatment doesn't 
unintentionally harm 
those it intends to help. In 
terms of Covid -19, the 
concerns about safety are 
even greater, since some 
developers are looking at 
novel and largely un
proven technologies, like 
mRNA vaccines and DNA 
vaccines, raising further 
safety questions that may 
require additional time to 

sort through dur
ing the phase of 
clinical trials. 

The former director at 
the Food and Drug Admin
istration's Office of 
Biotechnology put it this 
way: "Scientists have tried 
unsuccessfully for 
decades to develop a vac
cine to prevent HIV / AIDS 
and a 'universal' flu vac
cine that wouldn't need to 
be reformulated and read
ministered every year. All 
have been duds." 

One concern in
volves safety test
ing. The bar for 
safety has always 
been very high for 
vaccines that are 
to be administered 
to healthy people, 
and typically tens 
of thousands of 
people need to be 
systematically 

Father Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk 
Ph.D. 

Another concern 
involves the pro
posal to shorten 
the timeline by so
liciting young, un
infected 
volunteers who 
would be inten
tionally infected 
with the virus after 
having been given 
either the potential 

Another specialist in the 
field of infectious dis
eases, when asked about 
the prospects of a quick 
Covid-19 vaccine, de
murred, saying it would 
require a "home run" and 
"nearly everything to go 
right." 

Some vaccines end up 
taking so long to develop 
that the original threat 
disappears by the time 
they become available, as 

tested before a new vac
cine receives approval and 
becomes widely available. 
The first rotavirus vaccine 
(RotaTeq) was tested on 
72,000 healthy infants, 
while the newest shingles 
vaccine (Shingrix) under
went safety testing on 
about 29,000 people. And 
those tests were done 
only after extensive test
ing on animals had been 
completed. 

Such large-scale testing 
is a formidable and metic
ulous task requiring a 
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vaccine or a placebo. This 
"challenge trial" approach 
would enable researchers 
to assess the effectiveness 
of a proposed vaccine 
more rapidly than a tradi
tional clinical trial, which 
would require waiting for 
some of the participants 
to become infected in the 
course of ordinary life. 

Experts who favor this 
approach say that they 
have already heard from 
many people willing to 
volunteer. Carrying out a 
challenge trial for a virus 

with no known cure 
clearly involves risk. 
There is no way to predict 
what kind of reaction a 
volunteer may have from 
either the virus or the pro
posed vaccine; even the 
young and healthy could 
end up hospitalized or 
dying. 

While it is not intrinsi
cally unethical to take ac
tions with a degree of risk 
for the good of the com
munity, provided that it 
comes with the patients' 
full and informed consent, 
questions about whether 
it would be prudent to do 
so need to be carefully ad
dressed. Given the signifi
cant competitive 
pressures arising from 
many dozens of compa
nies and research teams 
trying to get to the finish 
line first, big pharma 
needs to remain vigilant 
about over-stepping the 
boundaries of reasonable 
risk. 

A final concern in at
tempting to speed up vac
cine development 
involves the use of human 
cell lines derived from 
abortions. A variety of cell 
lines are available for 
Covid-19 research and 
vaccine development, 
some originating from 
hamsters, mice or other 
mammals, some from in
sects, and some from hu
mans. The cell lines from 
humans may come from 
acceptable sources, like 

human skin, or from prob
lematic sources, like di
rect abortions. 
Regrettably, several of the 
Covid-19 vaccine candi
dates that are being devel
oped today have relied on 
cell lines that were har
vested from aborted fe
tuses. Scientists have a 
duty to avoid the use of 
such unethically derived 
cell lines and should in
stead select available al
ternatives as they ramp 
up their research pro
grams. 

Vaccines, of course, are 
real "game changers" in 
public health. As a society, 
we must continue to insist 
that vaccine development 
and production be held to 
the highest ethical stan
dards. This is especially 
true during the acceler
ated push arising from the 
present pandemiC, lest we 
foster practices meant to 
save lives by risking the 
lives of other vulnerable 
human beings. 

Rev. Tadeusz Pachol
czyk, Ph.D. earned his 
doctorate in neuroscience 
from Yale and did post
doctoral work at Harvard. 
He is a priest of the dio
cese of Fall River, MA, and 
serves as the Director of 
Education at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center 
in Philadelphia. See 
www.ncbcenter.org 
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